
BEAUTIFUL PISGAH FOREST WAS VANDERBILT'S PET

Love of Vast Woo^
land Made Him

a Forester
THY to think of a forest a«

natural entity, a living sel

thing with a spirit wh

breathes upon j ou ss you
¦;g ¡ts sun-flecked alsli You n

then be able t«« appreciate the sff
t."iiato are whuh the Ist« borge
Vaaderbltl bestowed upon risgah F
i st, soon now in P. com«, a perl of

Appalachian Forest Reserv« He in

have iove«i that vast community
11. - s one loves hli dog; h« m

¦ d< lighted in its m

one does m thos«- of a favorite 'In

lor le- groomed it and f« d it and pi
i-. t,d M until his dying «¡ay.
And this meant no little tune a

trouble and outlay, for l'isgah Pore
measuring *»«i.7'H> sens, is no mere lu

dog of a pet. It meant the Introdt
ti-.n oi scientific forestry Into a oou

trv utterly ignorant ot i. a BCi< n«

Ishment of a forestry schoi
Um development ol :¦ c npetent cor'

oi rangers, tie restion of a

Ing ayat« m aid "t .-. game
Bines no foresl dered

mpleti b reel s Ithoul its fa

to him -.." big for priva
possession I for huma

it.v.
Mrs. Vanderbllt brings this- oui «-lea

ly m tb. i. tier in win« h .-le in.nl« t

offer of the forest to th< governmei
Sin- wrote:

THE OBLIGATION OF THE FOf
EST OWNER.

Mr Vand« rbill was the tii si "f ti
la: :¦ ll I 10 ad"
He practice ol forcatr) H«
; 'i ved l' sgah Koreal from the time i
bought it up i«' 'us death, a period
ie iiv twenty-live yeai
linn conviction that evei
or OWea U t" hos* w ho follow hi
t" hand down lis forest propert)
them unimpaired bj wasteful

',«. i- sympa) hlse with his belli
H at ib.. prl. ste "w nerahlp of f«>r<-
tin«l i» a public tin-t. ami I probabl
realise nun« keenl) than any one eh
can 11.w lir-n w
to permit Injury t«>
a

I a i-h earnest ly to h dit
position "i I'is-j.iIi l-'.ii- as will m'in
tan. m tin ulli si ami ni"-1 p«-rma
nenl wo« Its intloniil value a- an ob
jo« t l« s: "n m forestry as « ill as it

wunderfill beauty and .1 irmi
i- ah/.«' thai it- b) tin natlo
v\ ill ak»n< i i. vation pel
mam n lain,

Qlfford Plnchot points out in his for
entry primer thai a forçai is not aim

]>!> a Olli. ¦¦:, ,,| He, ¦; I!

¦ soil of its own and a ail" I o

sponge i" prote« t It; it maintains it

own di m ami climate sn«

shelters a hoal of wild Inhabitsnts li
:h« branches of it- trees In its under
growth, In Its streams, it |.

in other words, an Indlviduallt) whicl
man li Ipotence may «i« stroy oi

« nhaiie, a-, ordlng ss hii lasts ami un¬

derstanding dl« tat«.

ADDING BEAUTY TO WHAT IS
ALREADY BEAUTIFUL.

Mr VsnderbiM chose to enhance tin
individuality of tb« forest which fill
t" his fortunate i"t. He began by
naming 11 and then he laid down rubs
for its dall) are and pr« servatl« n, and
later he enriched II by stocking it with
fresh game, until to-dac. when Mrs

Vend« 'i it "v.t t.«

the nal >a »i noral sum

| in n mini
tb«-- .i u In. h ev . i

grs lovei i""ks for m th«
st.««. .... |.| tralla, ai abundance
of gam.- ,.nd perennial streams Buch
is th. :Itage whi« h i1

neu ted t" hand doe n to post« t It).
Und« r tin- temí- of th« «Wees

which permits tb.» purchase "f tonds
at the beadwst« ra of navlgabl«
to conserv« their water supply, the
United Stoti s Hoi n ation Com-,
Mission has approved the arquislti«
I'lsgaii Forest s< Mre. vanderbllt's fig¬
ure. In s expressed
wish th« coansslasion will retain the

riHiin . ; i Mgafa i'. i- si TI
i-imb s portions of Transylvania, Hen-
dereon, lluncombe and Hayward
t. M >rth Carolina. II >overs the

<ntire eastern slope and considerable

portions of the northern and western
slopes of tin Pitgah Kant,'". It is

traversed for the most pari by tribu-
tañe? of the I*«' *i' b Broad R
a tii, h unites s Ith the Hoist' in RJi et

at K:i"xv lib-, 'i.-mi. to make the Ten«
e Ftivei

Tin tlila property was t

body of land belonging to the Unlver-
tlt) oi North Carolins which was

i,ought b» Mr Vanderbilt twent»four
.- additional pur. base- baie

rounded '",1 t>o- boundarj and taken
up m' ngs. Bin« e acquiring
the property Mr. Vanderbilt bad spent
large sums of money In Itt improve¬
ment. There are tome seventy-five
miles of graded roads, built at g ost

..i from $200 in $800 a mile tne rood,
-.-..» i. miles long. i;i aded I

- 1,000 h mile. In addl

tion there a,--«- 168 miles of graded
trails, constructed St I cost ranging
from |9Q to |80 a mile, mskini all por¬
tions of th«- tract readily acoeaalble
These arill be particularly valuabh to
tin- forest service in protection from
tite.

M -,-.- of the lands which Mr. Van-
derbllt acquired since the original pur-
ha-e were mountain farms, portions

of which w.re m cultivation Most of
these cultivated portions have natural¬
ly reverted t«> forests ami non ."ti¬

tan, excellent stands of young timber.
There are at least twenty-sis houses in

serviceable condition, some «,f them
being cainns icuit after the patterns
of those in Hie Black Forest m Ger¬
man]

The tract is now well stocked with
deer, turkey and pheasant anil the

streams afford the best llshing in the
Southern Appelai hiena as they were

¦yttematicoUy ¦tocked from year to
\. .. with Eaetern brook trout and
rainbow trout from California it is

proponed to make it ,, gams refuge for¬
th, preservation of the fauna of the
Eastern mountains.

A iconic road neorl) I mile in ele¬
vation overlook! the greater part of

Plsgab Forest. Mr V'anderblll built
it for the us.- of his automobil«

his friends In reaching bis
bunting ground lodge on the shoulder

M« un) Plagan, whose summit

5,767 feet above set leveL Tins
rood extends from tic end of th"

idem highway maintained by the
count) A pomt twenty mllet from
\shevilb seven miles th« lodg,
h g i.*. ¦ ¦tend] gradi ol from I to 7

p.r i. nt. and then continues ten miles

along the ridge ..f Plsgah Range. One

ran picture the giant undulations of
verdure which greet Ihe eve of the
traveller along this super! highway,
sir tchlng wave upon wave to the faint
blue outline of the Great Smokies on
the «vest and to the pinnacle of Ifounl
Mitchell ami the skyline of the Balsam
Range on the north
Kut enough of the acentc an«! s«-nti-

ii,. ni. aide "f this national purchase
the l-'.'f. st s',. rv e '(Immis¬

sion i--, seriousl) considering trans¬
forming Into a national park and -nu¬

ll posai real It not
a great« r ra< tli al valu«- a:: a pro¬
tector of the headwaters of the Frem h
Broad River, A report to the Geo¬
logical Burvej describes th«, valley «if
thi French Broad River as "one of the

n¡cultural valleya to b.- form«! in
Bui It goes m to say that,

..ne of the principal difficulties to he
met with by farmers here is destruc¬
tive Hoods In the bottom lands. It is

th« general testimony, it says, that

Hoodt have increased at metre and
more land ha-* n-sen cleared on the
bills.

,f course, in the present state of

public knowledge concerning forestry
end its problems, it needs little eluci¬
dation to establish cause and effect In
this matter Cut t foreet down and its

sponge tines up. its soil erode« and be-
omet fretted with gullies for the rapid
thedding of water, and its streams be-

come mere gutters for the elimination
f the occasional rainfall. This is par»

ticularl) true of land cleared f,,r toba,-.

CO growing, which in this region has
exhaust",! Held after Held of the lighter
soils of the hills until finally the who!.'

It »try has been abandoned, leaving

JUNE 3, FIFTY YEARS AGO, GRANT MADE GREAT BLUNDER
. »f bl.liest battle on the Amorl

ij can Continent. The univers.
«a. mutiny of the Ann; of ¦¦ Pe
tomac The making of the L-r.ates

mistake in Qrant'i militai y areer, an

the one* quenl ibandonmi nt by hit

of th. hn.i w m, h onlj a fea v.i, ..

before he had purposed to rn^ht the wa

i.m if it took i 11 summer. Th«
the m« mories a hi h n< W< dm ads
i.i ings.

it was early In the lasl act of tii

drama. Grant, Hush.-.I with hla v\,st

«in triumphs from Donelson througl
\ li ksburg to Lookout, had corns Kas

to win success where Mc^Clellan, Pope
Hook, ind B .inside hail failed, li"

realising thai npa for the Aral tin*
since Bhitoh, h«- vvas confronted bj
ii.-t lass commander a Ith sn .

army. On May 2,1884, he gave the order
"Forward to Richmond!" which thr«-«

before had led to so «h-

i. suits, and on May ,"¦ he « ti.ss.il tin

Rapldan, the Rui li*on of his impaign
to plunged Into that regioi

of gloom und the shadow ol death'
inr i, appropriât» I) named thi

Wilderness, hoping to get through «t

he m« t the foe. Tl
Southern soldiera . rory

if that jii' | familiar as

the sir«,i- ol their home town.-. So

w (thin ihr» lays Lee si
ami aa» i' ai tin tus: Impact

ntiri for» ..

GRAN T'S HISTORIC BOAST, 'I PRO¬
POSE." ETC.

That aras the prelud» Grant in¬

stantly made i l RJ hmond but i- . a

¦-my the pi un. his attai k.

That was his line, ami 1 propo¬
sai.I. "i.. Oght h out on this line it it

takes all a immer." The v.tv next .lav
-¦ tain at Bp»
ppaUing loases and little, It any.

t tin, though Barloa lad hla
Hain«, k'.- corpa almost to crowning
v l< torj m on» ol th- most fall
plolts Of th. war Still th.- .,:,! vv ,.-

Porward! Plgbt It out on thla line!"
he two armies lighting

North
Anna «And noa Qraat reaHead tf..u

I

;*i ¦ measure been betrayed.
Butler, at ths south, had failed him.
Just ., Grouch] failed Napoleon at

Waterloo Deprived of that aid, there
-ii« rni'l to be nothing t" do but to push,

t .lepen.lint; BOlely upon
himself.
Bo .lune i f,,.|i:.l him erlthln sight "f

Richmond, less than seven miles away.
He was ti'.w on ground tli.U »VUS fa¬
miliar to Meade and many otl
«be Arm) of th« P« ton ,< They bad
been there two years before under Mc«
Clellan. The battleground vvas then
called ('..ut,"-'-' Mill, the scene "f the

"t the Beven Days' Battles, in
¦.' hich I'n/-.lohn Porter did deeds of
valor which would have ended the war

then and there bad not McClellan neu¬

tralised tin m with th, biggcel blunder
i .--. But now the

position of the two armlet were ex-

actly rt \ersci. Lee bad McCtellan's
ground, ami «¡rant had Lee's. The
Federal armv was on the verj Reldt

.. S bicli Stonewall Ja, i.soti ai,.I I)
H I III ,1,1 made their ib - p. ¦rat- but
fruitless -ut .ok upon Porter; and now
n was to make i still mon desperate
anti fruitless assault upon the Impreg¬
nable lim - of !.. s

SHERIDAN CAPTURES OLD COLD
HARBOR.

'i he operations bog u
,n. on June 1. c.iptur-,I the v ,n-

«int known as Old 'old HarL.,r
'¦ .I Harbor, a- moat then . alb-.i

:t and held it in spite of the furious
at! o Xt of PltXhUgh I."-. The next dav
in- was relieved by Wright, vvith the
.th Corpa ¦"'.'¦ Smith with th.- isth,
win, tb.,t ev-rnlng mode a li-goroui at¬
tack up ti Lee't lint s. und m ids tub»

galna thOUgh at l..av
l.lyed onnti r ttack upon
Warren's Mh <*orps». with little etr.-ct.

it was a reetleet muht Repeated at¬
tacks W< re mail" by Lee, tl th«
o* vvhi'h the federal hues WUT* r. ir-

ranged virant held a council, of win. h
¡" at. .i .-t, It t. hi that all

ins generals despondentl) adviaed that
m*, -mould tall bach '«t daybreak

trmn the yuaiuun which it «.ouM got*

hop«, to bold; thai Orant grimly over¬
ruled tin-in. saving: "We will not WS I
till daybreak, bul sn h«>ur before it
move forward all along the line!" and
that Lee, -ti hearing the onset next
morning, exclaimed: "The Confederacy
is inst, for lb«- Yankees have got a mm

i" Nad them at last"' Ths story Bounds
well, but is scarcely susceptible of «-n-

tire veriflestlon though, indeed, that
morning il- was made all
along the Un«,
MORNING OF JUNE 3-SIGNAL FOR

THE CHARGE.
it was i-'ndiv morning, June 3 kfter

the r«-s!hs.; and buay night there was
an hour of quid at «lawn Then a single
csnnon shut at 1:30 o'clock sboul sun-

save signal for th- charge. The
whole federal line rushed forward
m ock was at th, extreme left with

2d Corps; m m came Wright with
th« Hth, Smith with the 18th. Warren
with the .".th muí Burnstde with the
Oth. H was th.- tir.-t three that did the
bulk of the lighting, and again. SS it

Bpottsylvania, it was Barlow's division
of Hsncock'S Corps that won th.- hlsf
h'.iiors -f the day, with Gibbonsfs «li-

sharlng them, and with "Ha!dy"
Smith a los«- BO« oini.
Mover a rcer lighting, and

never m our wats was there greater
slaughter. Ti«- imn seemed to have a

rhal wss i- fore them,
for th issnd of them before the

was made wrote their names
and homo addreasas upon cards "r

scraps of paper and phinod them m

ks "!' theli co its m order that
their «bad toiiies might t»- identified.
No raconnolsssnce «¦! been mads at

the front, ami th.- sdvaadag tr«««ips
«rere everywhere net with a i r. <s rir.-
from Confederet« entrenchments Bar-

i. ;.:t.- the batcher).
through ths Brat Confederate

l.n« and struck th«- BSCOad "t in.un fine.
hut the) could not i««- supported, and

swept back b) simply in« slstlbls
il foro Within twenty minutos

.¦..-. bsd '«-st S.000 men The 6th «'«'rp»¡
«is«, struck 1«a¡- m t<« the Cunted« rate
main Hm bsfors it, too. was pushed

hack with mon- than s»n> |,,st "Baldy"
Smith'« 18th cups had a particularly
hard tussle, and emerged with 1,000

han it had nti red
Repulsed, the army did n«

not even to its tirst position At a dis¬
tan«.f from twenty-live to flfty yards
ii,,m Um Confederate Uns th.- men
halted lav ibivvn. and with drinking
cups, bayonets, knives, and even with
tie ir bare handa, dug trenches in which
t.« shi.-id themselves and thus held
-¦ me o the ground which had be» n so
hardly won.

in lesa than halt an hour th.- f. deral
arm) had lost more than 7.<NHI m killed
ami wcunded; a l.«-s never equalled m

an) other battle m the war l'i 'le?
sain«' spine ,,f time. More than half
that loss we- Buffered within the tirst
t«ti minutes after the signal gun.

¡rant was remorseless Another
charge was promptly ordered M»
transmitted the ont» r t«. th.- corps com¬
mandera. Borne of th. m Ignored It,
Some passed it on t«. their brigade end
regimental offlcera Boras of tins.- re¬
peated u to ti,«- men. But not .. m ¦¦¦

attired. The order was repeated, with
th- same result A third time M- ftde

It, and a third time it was not

:. Smith «.p. niv refusing ami the
others making no effort to enforce '.
The men lay m their shallow furrows,
hung at ever) enemy that appeared,
but not .me would advance a step.
The) wen read) for battle, but not '..r
'le lib'.

THE EUPHEMISTIC NEWS REPORT
OF WAR TIMES.

"Owing t.. ti.-- fofmldaMo character
rrf the enemy's main works u wm

deemed Impolitic to continua the o
nuit." Thus ran the SUph»
news reports of th» Imrldeat, The con¬
creta, frigid fact was that the whole
army spontaneous.) mutinied against
th>- repetition of an undertaklag thai
never should have been muds --t m
Th.- on s ommanden at test per«

the futility of any fur-
. n.I. ami he i-. «e-

tantl) a. qules» Ú.
The Ctowntng hoROf was the tnct

h it for two or three days many of 'he

dead and wounded lay uncared for
upon tin» Held, be« tuse tirant and Lee
were unable to agree upon the terms of
a brief armistice. When at last an

un*" m- it n ached the roil of the
wounded bad been Kreatiy diminished
and thai of the dead correspondingly
unit .is» tl.

i',,r nui" days Grant ttubbornly
maintained bis piece. Then, on June
IL', lie retired from «'obi Harb.,r. the
poorer by 12,73t men than when he
¡ir-st reached the place. Since croea«
Ing the Rapiden he bad lost .",4.¦*¦.'.> men
m fighting an army of only 15,0-00.
M ., than that, le abandoned his
*..h,,ie plan of campaign. <>t*. Ma*, n
In- hau said I propose to ri«lit it out
mi this ime. if it lakes all summet".

being t" »tlike at Leo'l army
again ami again until bj sh.er at¬

trition, if in no other way, it was ,ie-
feated and dentro* ed. m June u,
w if >!.. summ« not yel really begun,
he quit lighting on that llm and re¬
moved bis army to the tOUth sub of
the James, making ol Lee, but Rl« h«
mond by way of Potorshurg, bit chief
"( je tlve.

GRANT MAINTAINED HIS PLACE
NINE DAYS.

Cold n.-iri or hat Itx . n the tubj of
much controversy, sontetlmet acri»
moni,ms, which it would wsem un¬

profitable to rene« or to n coll in de
tail, i-1 ial ludgmenl has been pnseed
upon it by tin On« man who WOS ft
tponiibit lor it. "Cold Hai bur is. I
think, said «¡rant, the only battle I
ever fought that l would ml Sght over
again indar the circumetancea." Ami
¦gain, m his Teraonal Mémoire**: 'i
h.iv. always regretted that the ;,

»ault on «'old Hnii'.r was e\ r made.
Mo advantage whatever was gn'noil to

compenaate for the heav) los« we roe«
?*rom that rerdli I the

.pp. al, w bile the frank ami vol¬
unta' . bu toward
atoning for tin- most rootl] ami per-
i.aps le-ast ex« lable erroi in th«
-oi'iit-r's can . r

Nation to Acquire It
from Late Own-

efs Estate
large areas of desolate red elay exposed
to the cutting actkn of the torrent. It

Is doubly necessary, therefore, for th«

t iture prosperity "f this whole promis¬

ing valley that the forests which still
clothe its sides be preserved, and par¬

ticularly Pisgah Forest, whoso sponre

absorbs each rainfall and feeds grad¬
ually Into its streams its surplus sfere.

thus . "ring a steady flow for the
French Broad nt its source. The gov¬
ernment, in buying this great, bea-.tlful
treasure in trees. Will theref.ire be at¬

taining one of the main objects of the

act providing for the Appela« ha:

st reserve, the regulation of inter¬

state water flow.

TIMBER SUPPLY.OAK A

CHESTNUT PREDOMINATE
Next in practical imp« rtaacs

timber supply of tins spl«-ri..id
The ologtcal survey ha« found

oaks and chestnuts predominate i

French Broad River Basin, formtn

gethor 8D por o«»nt of the st

her, the oaks 4.« per « ent and the

nut3 30 per cent Next corns n

and hemlock and black gum, fon

4 por cent apiece; then birch and I

ory, .. nor cent «'.Th. white pfoe
linn, each 2 per cent, and finally b

eye, hoe«-h, short leaf pine
cucumber and black pino, each 1

Cent. And Struggling und-r the si

of theoe larger tr«'«'s then abound pi

lslng voting trees «if [..piar, walnut

cherry, anhieb need ont) a ladle
«uiiing of their overpowering br«ti

and the COnSBQUOBt a< I

shoot up themselves to m

s T.'

In the twenty-live years that

Vsnderbilt watched over this forest

Injudicious lumbering was p.rm'
within its boundartea The Forest :¦

vice will, of venirse, seek to prev

anv in the future, to the end that

fores! m;r- bo mad- to pay divide

yearly it aill probably, however, c

tinue tin- contract, originally drawn

run twenty years, which Mr Yajvi

bill entered into with a lumber rf

pany for ths Cutting Of timber in 1

gab Forest, one of the stipulati«
1 eing that the eompaay use appro»

fol Ill«-t|.-ids

AREA OFTHE NEW APPALACHI/
FOREST RESERVE.

With this purchase and w.th oth«

approved at the same time the si

total of area of the new appelachl
forest reserve reaches approximate
1,077,000 sere* The purehaas «loes n

Include Blltmore, the Kortb CaraUt
home of lira Vand« rbili and h

«laughter. With its .". 7"«' aCTSfl

beautiful forest ami farm land, Bfl
more oc< ui . s s position on th«
sit«' bank of ths French Bro id Rlva

whence s -.hot um.- v-w of Plsgs
i'"iest n Ith Its wood« d sn

app. «I summits, ni.c d Tl

hunting lodge "n the should«-! «if Mo_I

Ptsgsh, lift« n milsa swa) la
hue. ma; be sei s bro tgb «

Blltmore House. The distoi
it may bs Sdd« d, is thin .¦

. St 1er a 1- Dg <h IVOU SJ let S

estate.
a ) ear ago Mr. Vand« I

sen i'lsgah Forest to th«-

pri« in-, IT 00Ü res of virgin !

..-17 .m acre and 80,000 .« i t $51
an a- re, ti., itter eel
mentl.i tlmb« contract, -

li.id ent« i- <i in! tos
members of i' I' .-. Reeer« ,l'01«

Commission «1« cid« d not to 4

for tie- reason, it Is said. ""*».

the) believed Mr Vanderbi w« ..u«.-

vv .is s maintain the pTOPSTty SS « l're*
.j .- sad thus -;i.i- to the governmeal

the advsntagm "f stream .-uip'.'. com

s.-rvation without COSl Bol Ifr v 'it-

derbllt'S death last Mafeli m

Bssmbi is of the commi
t> ..r providing a more penae«

seat landlord for this moat »

MfSL Valid. I bill- It. r in id« 00 M ¦->'

1 menas a saving "f £900,000
government as oompared with th«
naked by h« r husband a 11

government kl Is sape« t« >i. m

title la ïi months.


